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The following is information Vincentians may wish to provide to Neighbors in need about the Economic 
Impact Payment (EIP, also sometimes known as stimulus payments) under the CARES Act (Coronavirus 
Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act).   
 
It is culled from various sources, including Web pages from the U.S. Department of Treasury, Internal 
Revenue Service.  It should be considered general, informed advice and guidance for situations typically 
encountered by Vincentians serving Neighbors in Need.  It should not be presented as legal advice, but as 
a Vincentian Neighbor trying to help a Neighbor. 
 
There are three main sections: 
 
A. Four Scenarios Commonly Encountered 

1. Neighbor on SSI or SSDI 
2. Neighbor who may or may not be on a benefit program like DTA Cash Assistance/TANF, SNAP, 

WIC and who did not file 2018 or 2019 Federal Taxes  
3. Neighbor who filed 2018 or 2019 Federal Taxes but is not on SSI or SSDI 
4. Neighbor who receives Social Security, Veteran’s or Railroad Retirement Benefits 

 
B. Important Conditions Applying to All Common Scenarios 

 EIPs are not income and not counted as a “resource” in determining benefit levels for other 
programs like Section 8 subsidized housing, DTA Cash Assistance, etc. 

 EIPs are not taxable 
 EIPs require a Social Security Number 
 Undocumented individuals are not eligible for an EIP 
 EIPs will be offset by child support obligations 
 EIPs, once deposited in a Neighbor’s bank account, are subject to garnishment by debtors  

 
C. General Information & Valuable Links to Websites with Excellent, More Detailed Resources 

 

 
 

 

A. Four Scenarios Commonly Encountered 
 

1. If you are assisting Neighbors on Supplemental Security Income (SSI) or Social Security 
Disability Income (SSDI), make sure the Neighbors know: 

 
 They will receive a $1,200 Economic Impact Payment (EIP). 
 
 They do not need to do anything to secure that EIP.  The Payment will arrive 

automatically via the normal method used for their receipt of their regular monthly SSI 
or SSDI benefit – by paper check, or by electronic transfer.   
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 IMPORTANT:  If the SSI or SSDI Neighbor Recipient has children under age 17, to 

receive the $500 per child Economic Impact Payment, the Neighbor Recipient must 
take action no later than May 5, 2020.1  The Neighbor must file relevant information 
about the children with the Treasury Department at this Website: 
http://www.irs.gov/coronavirus/non-filers-enter-payment-info-here/. 

 
2. If you are assisting Neighbors who are neither on SSI nor SSDI and who are NOT required to file 

Federal taxes because their income is too low or non-existent, make sure the Neighbors know 
the following.  These Neighbors may be on a variety of assistance programs, for example: one of 
the Department of Transitional Assistance (DTA)’s Cash Assistance programs (sometimes also 
known as welfare or referred to as TANF – Temporary Aid to Needy Families); Supplemental 
Nutritional Assistance Program (SNAP); Women, Infant and Children’s Nutritional Programs 
(WIC), etc. 

 
 They will receive a $1,200 Economic Impact Payment (EIP). 

 
 They can also receive a $500 EIP for every qualifying dependent child under age 17. 

 
 They must register with the Treasury Department to receive these payments.  

Otherwise, the IRS will not know where to send the payments or have the necessary 
information to determine the amount of the payments.  Prior to registering, the 
Neighbor should have bank account information available, or establish a bank account.  
The Neighbor should register at this Website: https://www.irs.gov/coronavirus/non-
filers-enter-payment-info-here.  If bank account information is not provided at this 
Website, the IRS will send the EIP to the address provided by the Neighbor at the 
Website.   

 
 If a Neighbor does not register at the Website, it appears the Neighbor will still receive 

the Economic Impact Payments by paper check, but it is unclear when that will occur or 
how the IRS will know where to send the check or how to calculate the correct amount.  
Neighbors therefore are strongly advised to register at the Website, with or without 
bank account information: https://www.irs.gov/coronavirus/non-filers-enter-
payment-info-here. 

 
3. If you are assisting Neighbors who are neither on SSI or SSDI but who HAVE filed either 2018 or 

2019 Federal taxes, make sure the Neighbors know the following.  These Neighbors may also be 
on various assistance programs: TDA Cash Assistance Programs/TANF, SNAP, WIC, etc. 

 
 They will receive a $1,200 Economic Impact Payment (EIP), subject to certain potential 

income limitations. 
 
 They can also receive a $500 EIP for every qualifying dependent child under age 17, 

again subject to certain potential income limitations. 
 

                                                           
1 If Neighbors on SSDI or Social Security have not provided information about their dependent children by April 22, 
2020, the $500 EIP per child will be made as part of the Neighbor’s 2020 Tax Return filing in 2021.   

http://www.irs.gov/coronavirus/non-filers-enter-payment-info-here/
https://www.irs.gov/coronavirus/non-filers-enter-payment-info-here
https://www.irs.gov/coronavirus/non-filers-enter-payment-info-here
https://www.irs.gov/coronavirus/non-filers-enter-payment-info-here
https://www.irs.gov/coronavirus/non-filers-enter-payment-info-here
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 If a Neighbor has provided the IRS with bank account information as part of filing the 

Neighbor’s Federal taxes (for paying taxes due or to receive a refund), then the 
Neighbor does not need to do anything else.  The EIP payments will be automatically 
deposited in the Neighbor’s account.   

 
 If, however, the Neighbor’s bank account information is not on file with the IRS 

(or needs to be updated because it has changed since the Neighbor’s last 
communication with the IRS), then the Neighbor should provide that 
information to the IRS at the following Website if the Neighbor wishes to 
receive the EIP as soon  possible: https://www.irs.gov/coronavirus/non-filers-
enter-payment-info-here.   

 
If the Neighbor does not have bank account information available to the IRS, the 
Neighbor will receive the payment by paper check at a later date, which perhaps might 
be not until June or even later. 

 
4. If you are assisting Neighbors who are on Social Security Retirement, Veteran’s, or Railroad 

Retirement benefits, make sure the Neighbors know: 
 

 They will receive a $1,200 Economic Impact Payment (EIP). 
 
 They do not need to do anything to secure that EIP.  The Payment will arrive 

automatically via the normal method use for receipt of the regular monthly Social 
Security Retirement, Veteran’s or Railroad Retirement benefit – by paper check, or by 
electronic transfer.   
 

 IMPORTANT:  If the Neighbor Recipient is responsible for children under age 17 (e.g., 
grandparent legally responsible for a grandchild), the Neighbor is entitled to the $500 
per child Economic Impact Payment.  If the Neighbors receives Veteran’s Retirement 
benefits,  they must take action no later than May 5, 2020 to file relevant information 
about the children with the Treasury Department at this Website: 
http://www.irs.gov/coronavirus/non-filers-enter-payment-info-here/.    

 
Otherwise, receipt of the child’s EIP will be delayed to 2021.  See Footnote 1 for more 
information.  

 
  

https://www.irs.gov/coronavirus/non-filers-enter-payment-info-here
https://www.irs.gov/coronavirus/non-filers-enter-payment-info-here
http://www.irs.gov/coronavirus/non-filers-enter-payment-info-here/
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B. Important Notes to All of the Above Scenarios 
 

 These Economic Impact Payments are not considered income and are not counted as a resource 
for 12 months.  This means the Payments will not function to increase the amount of rent a 
Neighbor must pay as the Neighbor’s share of a subsidized rental unit (whether Federally 
subsidized, e.g. Section 8; or State subsidized).  It will also not count as income against any other 
public benefit (SNAP, DTA Cash Assistance/TANF, Medicaid, etc.) or be used in a “public charge” 
test for citizenship.  The EIPs are considered tax refunds. 

 
Though not to be counted in any way to diminish a public benefit, the Neighbor does have to 
report the EIP cash payment to the welfare office.  But, the welfare office will not count the cash 
payment as income and the payments are excluded as counting toward the Neighbor’s 
resources for 12 months.  After 12 months, the welfare office, the Social Security Administration 
or another public benefit program administrator (e.g., subsidized housing) will count whatever is 
left of the Neighbor’s cash payment as a resource. 

 
 Neighbors will not be required to pay income taxes on Economic Impact payments.  These 

payments are not considered income. 
 

 To receive an EIP, each individual – husband, wife, partner, each child – must have Social 
Security Numbers.  Individual Taxpayer Identification Numbers (ITIN) do not count.  CRITICAL 
NOTE:  If Federal taxes were filed jointly and one spouse had an ITIN and the other had an 
SSN, the family is not eligible for any Economic Impact Payment.  If spouses file taxes 
separately, then the spouse with the SSN qualifies for a $1,200 payment and the $500 EIPs for 
the dependent children.   
 
There is one exception to this rule: if either spouse is a member of the U.S. Armed Forces at any 
time during the taxable year, only one spouse needs to have a valid SSN. 

 
 Undocumented individuals are not eligible for an Economic Impact Payment.  If an 

undocumented person is living in a household, that individual may disqualify the entire 
household from receiving a payment.   NOTE: This only applies to undocumented individuals.  It 
does not apply to Lawful Permanent Residents who are eligible for EIP payments, such as: 
“green card” holders; those in the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA); those in 
Temporary Protected Status (TPS) Programs. 
 

 Economic Impact Payments will be offset by child support payments.  If that happens, a notice 
will be provided by the Federal Government. 

 
 Under the Federal CARES Act, Economic Impact Payments are not protected from garnishment 

(for outstanding debt, loans, etc.) through the Neighbor’s bank account if that is where the 
payment funds are deposited.  However, the Massachusetts Attorney General has issued an 
Emergency Regulation (90 CMR 35:00) which essentially prohibits such a garnishment, subject 
to some limited exceptions.  The prohibition lasts until the MA State of Emergency ends.  This 
extends to action to repossess a vehicle, to initiate or threat to file a new collection lawsuit, to 
initiate threatening communications of any kind regarding debts, or to visit a debtor’s home or 
place of employment for purposes of collection. 
   

https://www.mass.gov/doc/ma-reg/download
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C. General Information and Links to More Detailed Information  
 

 For the vast majority of Neighbors who Vincentians typically help, their Economic Impact 
Payments will likely not be reduced in any way.  Reductions only begin to occur when these 
threshold levels in adjusted gross income are reached: 
 

 $198,000 for taxpayers filing a joint return 
 $136,500 for taxpayers filing as head of household 
 $99,000 for all others 

 

Each of these threshold amounts increases by $10,000 for each additional qualifying child.  For 
instance, with one child the threshold increases to $208,000 for joint return filers.   
 

 IRS General Overview of Economic Impact Payment Program (with links to other sites) 
 

 IRS Economic Impact Payment Information Center with informative Frequently Answered 
Questions section 
 

 How to Use the Tools (on IRS Website) to Get the Economic Impact Payment - excellent easy to 
read chart on difference scenarios  
 

 The IRS link to the Web Portal page to provide:  
 your bank account information for electronic deposit, or  
 information about where the IRS should send the Neighbor’s paper check if the 

Neighbor does not have a bank account and/or is not otherwise known to the IRS (i.e., 
has not filed Federal taxes in 2018 or 2019) 

is:  Non-Filers: Enter Payment Info Here 
 

More specifically, the IRS advises the above Web Portal page should be used for these 
individuals: 
 

 U.S. citizen or permanent resident; and 
 Had gross income that did not exceed $12,200 ($24,400 for married couples) for 2019; 

and 
 Did not file a return for 2018 or 2019 and was not otherwise required to file a Federal 

income tax return for 2019. 
 

This Web page (https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/non-filers-enter-payment-info-here-tool-
scenarios) provides seven (7) sample scenarios with more detail about when to use the “Enter 
Payment Info” Web portal. 
 

 Supplemental, reliable information can be obtained from these non-governmental sources: 
 

 Excellent advice in a “Q & A” format from Community Legal Services of Philadelphia: 
Economic Stimulus Payments: Philadelphia Legal Services - Your Questions Answered.   
 

 Similar but less detailed information is also available from Vermont Legal Aid and Legal 
Services Vermont: https://vtlawhelp.org/coronavirus-economic-impact-stimulus-
payments 

 

 “Ten (10) Things to Know About the Economic Impact Rebate Payments” for low-income 
people from The Center for Law and Social Policy (CLASP) is a useful quick list of 
important items.  CLASP is a national, nonpartisan, nonprofit organization advancing 
policy solutions for low-income people.  

https://www.irs.gov/coronavirus/economic-impact-payments
https://www.irs.gov/coronavirus/economic-impact-payment-information-center
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/how-to-use-the-tools-on-irsgov-to-get-your-economic-impact-payment
https://www.irs.gov/coronavirus/non-filers-enter-payment-info-here
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/non-filers-enter-payment-info-here-tool-scenarios
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/non-filers-enter-payment-info-here-tool-scenarios
https://clsphila.org/consumer-rights/economic-stimulus-payments/
https://vtlawhelp.org/coronavirus-economic-impact-stimulus-payments
https://vtlawhelp.org/coronavirus-economic-impact-stimulus-payments
https://www.clasp.org/blog/10-things-know-about-economic-impact-rebate-payments
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